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BIRD CHECKLIST 


BON ECHO PROVINCIAL PARK 


INTRODUCTION 


This checklist includes the relative seasonal abundance 
and breeding status of the 166 species of birds 
recorded at Bon Echo Provincial Park as well as 


_ descriptions of some of the best areas in the Park to 

_ observe them. The names of the birds and their 

_ arrangement follow the American Ornithologists’ Union 

— Checklist of North American Birds (6th ed. 1984), and 

_ its supplements. We would be very grateful to birders 

| who would like to help us expand our information on the 
_ birds of Bon Echo by providing any of the following: 


¢ Sightings of species not listed as well as rare (R), 
occasional (O), or vagrant (V) species. Please 
include complete description and/or photographs. 


¢ Acopy of your daily notes, including your name 
and address, the number of each species seen 
and the date. 


¢ Sightings of nesting species and their location. 


Please direct this information or any comments or 
questions to the Park Naturalist during your visit or 
send to Bon Echo Provincial Park, R.R. #1, Cloyne, 
Ontario KOH 1KO, 613/336-2228. 


ABUNDANCE CODES ao. 


Cc 


Common 


Uncommon 


Rare 


Occasional 


Vagrant 


Denotes provincially rare or endangered species. 


relative to its Baatign within the | 
food chain. 


Sometimes difficult to locate be 1 


though less numerous than 
common species. 


Usually seen within the region 
each year but in very small 


locations. 


Not seen annually but records 
indicate a pattern to their 
occurrence. 

. 
Very rare with only a few reports of 
its occurrence in the past. 
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BREEDING CODES (B) 


- No breeding evidence or strong indication of 
breeding in the area. 


y 


Status uncertain, possibly breeds. 


1. ~——Rare breeder; breeds on a regular or irregular basis 
in very small numbers and/or very few locations. 


2 Uncommon breeder; breeds regularly but is 
encountered infrequently in specific habitat or 
scattered locations. 

3 Common breeder; breeds regularly in relatively 
high numbers and is frequently encountered 
during the breeding season. 


SEASONAL CODES 


Sp Spring the period when a species is 
migrating to its breeding area. 


Ss Summer the period when a species |s nesting. 


F Fall the period when a species |s ~ 
| migrating to its wintering area. 


W Winter the period when a species is over- 
: wintering. : 


Date Sp 
LOONS 


Liss Common Loong cjscaecssctce erccses U 
CORMORANTS 

_____ Double-crested Cormorant ..V 
HERONS, BITTERNS 


= American Bittern. U 
1s LO ASt Bitterness scence es R 
____ Great Blue Heron.......... eae U 
_____ Green-backed Heron............. R 
GEESE, DUCKS 
5... Canada Goose iannon cece: U 
7, WoodsDucki ae 8) 
. | American Black Duck. .2....... U 
he alMallard icc tect eee U 
_... Blue-winged Teal..........2.40. U 
bee Ringanecked(Ducke..0 U 
noe Greater SCAU pikii-cisc.the.sseeees O 
ey Oldsquawiees Meenas R 
____ Common Goldeneye............. U 
6 et Bottleheades cease ee U 
~) Hooded Merganser <.....,........ U 
____ Common Merganser............. C 
VULTURES 
else Burkey Vultures eer ee Cc 
HAWKS, EAGLES 
SIE Vere eas eee eee erst U 
roe Bald bag lenen2 scree R 


] 


mwmonwdc < -¢ 


Care SOs! | AwWRCCCA 
Ol Gre CA CC Cie cere, 


S 


FOC 
7RrO 


es 


Gil 


Date Sp 


FARA FAK A 


On ZR 


O 


7ZFAORR<COOO 


Ss 
wee, Cooper's Hawk * .......cccsse.s R R 
_____ Northern Goshawk *............. R R 
____ Red-shouldered Hawk ~........ Reto 
____ Broad-winged Hawk.............. (Oris & 
mB _ Red-tailed Hawk...........:...0003. R R 
____ _Rough-legged Hawk.............. R - 
FALCONS 
American Kestrel....cccccsecncevces R R 
SEG ULCER ABEIRN Aie o e e R = 
Bee ee prin PalCON * jh coccosscavies- ee 
GROUSE 
ee atte (SL OUSE. «20: .csccssciscoaccesce Gere 
OP EUCE Gl OUSE ii 5.50-ccscbassceseseee Or O 
RAILS 
eee (Oa IL 20, .npseraveasesee lors OF "oO 
a ests occ ocsudi ea teind hivann ©: O 
PLOVERS 
IST TESS a em CoG 
WOODCOCK, SNIPE, SANDPIPERS 
Greater Yellowlegs................. R - 
WESSEL Y COWLES 55.20: cssces1cteree R 
Bee OOlitary Sandpiper ..csss:s-.-o-ese0 Re = 
= __ Spotted Sandpiper................. Cy ie 
Minineirel sn tet tore raeae R - 
Beis SATRIETUNG oe oes ce cass -cevcsereacs Oo = 
_____ Semipalmated Sandpiper.....0 —- 
re. Least Sandpiper ...ess.c:.csctes0..0: O - 
Bee © OMUNON SIMPE nc. i5.020ccen0s 50s (Shes 8 


| PO] S 


Date Sp S F W | 


____ American Woodcock............ Wes Ub oR 
GULLS, TERNS 

_.» Ring-billed Gull ne... Ce Ora ae 

u= Herning Gules ae Ui SU 
DOVES, PIGEONS 

—-) Mourning Dover, 41e R Ro 2 = 
CUCKOOS 

_____ Black-billed Cuckoo.............. VU U - = 
OWLS 

____ Great Horned Owl ................ OU Use tee 
STIOWYy OWLe reer cee Oo = Oe 

Sa BarredOwies ain es eee U> UP ie 

_____ Northern Saw—whet Owl.....U U U — 
GOATSUCKERS 

____ Common Nighthawk............. Ue 

_____ Whip-poor-will ........ U U - - 
SWIFTS 

Leo Chummney Switt eee OC heag OAD © a 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

____ Ruby-throated Hummingbird.C C -—- - 
KINGFISHERS 

..... Belted’ Kingfisher Ac... Cone aa 
WOODPECKERS 

____ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.....C C U — 

____ Downy Woodpecker ............. CC sO 

a. Hairy Woodpecker" sin Us, Ue 

_____ Black-backed Woodpecker..0 O O O 

~~ = Northern Flickerst22....s CG ieee 


Date 


Sp 
______ Pileated Woodpecker............ U 
FLYCATCHERS 
_____ Ollive-sided Flycatcher........... R 
_____ Eastern Wood Pewee............. Cc 
_____ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher......U 
eee er PLY CATCHED ......2--.csecceerens U 
ee Willow Flycatcher ................. U 
ee edSt PIYCALCHET «..1.<ccr.qsoenessse~ S, 
Be  HASCETN PHOCDE %....c0sccecasasvesues Cc 
____ Great Crested Flycatcher....... '& 
fee eastern Kingbird «0.2.0.5... & 
LARKS 
Be OPE Lar Kooks cccacesecccusoshese O 
SWALLOWS 
Be EI ICMAT oo ocevonnreneonsacseans U 
Re LEE SWALLOW o-s--accc0ccseeescee es C 
____ Northern Rough-winged 
2 a er eae a U 
ME FS ATI K SWALLOW oaciccsnnconnncancenones R 
MC LITE SWallOW ..occcccidccocesvesosssnes U 
ATA OWA OW co snsesscssccddeconsseces C 
JAYS, CROWS 
RSE AAV Aco ccssasteunssosvcesnncatarnsese V 
We CNA 25.0, Seance cen aascnecesacleress S 
American Crow .........ssscccsseees 
COMITION RAVEN o..ccccccscesicceses C 
TITMICE 
______ Black-capped Chickadee.......C 


on x’) 
S 


OO O3O-S - = Ge) 


eve ee OSA = ‘gu= 
ean 


QO 


OG Gah woe ee 


O 


Oe oO = 


OQ 


Ow 6) 


QO 


i) 


WwW WWwWN NY KH WH 


Date Sp S$ 


__.... Boreal Chickadee... a 
NUTHATCHES 

_____ Red-breasted Nuthatch......... Uru 

____ White-breasted Nuthatch....U U 
CREEPERS 

=, Brown Creeper sti ee [Op 1s) 
WRENS 

~ <.- House: Wren. ce UU 

= Winter Wren: 23ck cee Lehre) 

ao Sedge Wren ccc eee Rove 
KINGLETS, GNATCATCHERS 

_____ _ Golden-crowned Kinglet .....U R 

______ Ruby-crowned Kinglet.......... Can) 
THRUSHES, BLUEBIRDS 

| Easterm Bluebird “ices R R 
WCET Vee cer ee Cre 

______ Gray-cheeked Thrush............ R = 
Swainson s: Uhrush).. 2.02.2. ee! 

. > Permit [hrmshe eae DU UYU 

) = Woodalirush 3 Ue 

 -AIMericaMmROovbines | ee Ce we 
MIMICS 

Pies Gray Cathird secs. nce Cae 

— | Brown lhrasher... LUPE Ne) 
PIPITS 

ois America Pipi. Dae 
WAXWINGS 


Cedar WaxWing........csccccseees Ce 


(ge en OP eas | | 


7x | 


CRSNOLSC HOE C Ne Nene 


OO 


<| 


MmnmwmNnN ww | 


Date Sp 
SHRIKES 
eve MOrtnern Shrike.........c......0.0.. R 
STARLINGS 
= Buropean Starling................. R 
VIREOS 
ME OMCATY VITEO......0..csrceceosenrses U 
=). Yellow-throated Vireo........... R 
Beery ar DIT VireO.....:....--esceoren- C 
fee, Philadelphia Vireo..............-.- U 
BE A-CYE VITEO .......cen0ssssereveee C 
WOOD WARBLERS 
_____ Golden-winged Warbler....... U 
____ Tennessee Warbler................ C 
fe Nashville Warbler.................. o 
Bee Northern Parula....;..:......00:... U 
meer cllow Warbler..............0000.53. C 
______Chestnut-sided Warbler........ C 
ee Magnolia Warbler ................. y 
mo Cape May Warbler ............. R 
_____ Black-throated Blue Warbler...U 
_____ Yellow-rumped Warbler....... C 
_____ Black-throated Green Warbler.C 
_____ Blackburnian Warbler........ ALY: 
Bee Pine Warbler......:...ce.c.c.cc00a-0. U 
feet rairie Warbler * ..........00..... U 
BP EeANTID WW AT DICE ..cc.c....e-sorssesesenss R 
______ Bay-breasted Warbler ........... U 


Blackpoll Warbler ................. U 


AFR ONCA vs] 


ene 


Pt) G).O Co Ae 


rh aa «Fane ae oe 


AAA | 


AAA CHA! AA! 


AA | 


Date Sp Ss 
___ Cerulean Warbler * ..............R R 
_____ Black-and-White Warbler ....c C 
_-. American: Redstart-23..-... CANG 
* .. Ovenbird 2 e eee C=C 
____ Northern Waterthrush........... CEG 
____ Mourning Warbler................ Devel 
—____ Common Yellowthroat......... Cie 
_____ Wilson’s Warbler...............066 Re) ee 
2... Canada Warbler 2.2... U R 
TANAGERS 
0-7” oSearleQilanager ccs 8 ees 
“SUMMER FINCHES” 
_____ Rose-breasted Grosbeak........ Cree 
_ = Indigo Bunting ce Chae 
SPARROWS AND BUNTINGS 
____ American Tree Sparrow......... lL a 
{> Chipping Sparrow eee Cac 
oe Field Spatrowercrtce R R 
= FOX Sparrow? a. csscaen tee U - 
ace SOUP SparrOWarac.eeaae. te CAG 
=: Lincoln's Sparrowe.c.cas. Reo 
tee SWalnp Sparrow. CHa 
_____ White-throated Sparrow......C U 
____ White-crowned Sparrow.....U  — 
Maer Jal kee ved UIC Ones Cian 
Sore SLOW: BUNUN Gr as ccecaee U - 


MEADOWLARKS, BLACKBIRDS 
Bobolinkeen! 2 ee Cie 


(ea, 


Cceacoan7 4c i 


Nw WN NM WH DH OD 


Date Sp S F W B 
____ Red-winged Blackbird........... Gi iC Uy eek 3 
mem, tusty Blackbird ..................... C - C - = 
f Common Grackle.................. CG «Co Re 3 
____ Brown-headed Cowbird........ ee, © ale aa | 
____ Northern Oriole................... Ue vs ee 2 
FINCHES 
Meee ine (Grosbeak .............s0es00000+. - =—- U U — 
RE OEE FITICH «......2.ccecconesnnonen-s RU IO ieee 
BEd) CTOSSDIII...........c0s0cseseovercee Re POa Ree Fst 
= Common Redpoll.................. LON Cate She TE a 
BEET ADE SISKIN, ...00c0eesscscseeesecsssesene jars) 8 hed Og Gtr, 
____ American Goldfinch.............. ae © as Oa © Sy. 
eee Evening Grosbeak.................. Cate Ge 


Checklist compiled by: 
Todd A. Norris and Ron D. Weir 1992. 


RECOMMENDED BIRDING AREAS 


Bon Echo Provincial Park is a wonderful place to 
get out and observe the birds. While almost any 
location in the park can offer productive birding, 
there are a few areas we recommend highly 
because of the array and abundance of birds they 
attract. (See Bon Echo Park map for the locations of 
these sites.) 


1) BON ECHO CREEK TRAIL 
This trail cuts through alder and hazel thickets in the 
northern stretches making it a very good place to 
observe many warbler species including Chestnut- 
sided, Yellowthroat, Mourning, Golden-winged, 
American Redstart and Canada Warbler. Further 
along, the trail enters a forested area dominated by 
medium aged maple, beech and hemlock trees. 
Here, one can frequently observe Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker and other woodpeckers, Veery, Broad- © 
winged Hawk and American Crow. Belted 
Kingfisher and Northern Rough-winged Swallow are 
often encountered darting along the creek. 


At the end of the trail, the Mazinaw shoreline can 
be a rewarding place to search for gulls, loons 
and other birds of lake and shore. Gulls and 
shorebirds frequently congregate at the New 
Beach Lagoon while birds such as Eastern 
Kingbird, Red-winged Blackbird, Yellow-shafted 


Flicker, American Robin, American Crow, 
Common Grackle and Brown-headed Cowbird 
commonly forage amidst the grasses and 
sedges surrounding the lagoon. 


2) TAPPING FARM 

A small area of open field, stone fences, rotting 

_ logs and scattered sumac stands are all that 
remain to indicate that this area was once 
occupied by settlers. The edge habitat created 
by the opening of this land is preferred by birds 
such as the Indigo Bunting which can often be 
heard singing from treetops in this location. Field, 
Song and Chipping Sparrow have also been 
noted singing here. Woodcock are sometimes 
flushed in the woods surrounding the farm site. 


3) FITNESS TRAIL 
The open grassy area at the entrance to the 
Fitness Trail is an excellent place to listen for 
evidence of birdlife. During the spring, migrants 
sometimes flutter through the surrounding trees 
in large numbers. Birds include Red-eyed Vireo, 
Yellow-throated Vireo, Blackburnian Warbler, 
Black and White Warbler, Northern Oriole, Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak and Great Crested 
Flycatcher. Later in the summer, Scarlet Tanager 
and Ruby-throated Hummingbird are often 
encountered here. 


4) SHIELD TRAIL POND 
This pond is located about halfway around the 
Shield Trail. Birds which can be sighted there in 
early morning include American Black Duck, 
Wood Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Hairy and 
Downy Woodpecker and Cedar Waxwing. 


5)BON ECHO LAKE | 
The beaver marsh surrounding the Abes and Essens 
Trail parking lot, along the western edge of Bon Echo | 
Lake, can be a good place to watch for Common 
Loon, Great Blue Heron, hawks, Yellowthroat and 
Swamp Sparrow. 


6) ABES AND ESSENS TRAIL 
This 17 km. trail winds through a variety of habitats 
from mature maple woodlands to dry oak forest. 
Streams criss-cross the trail while rock lookouts 
provide excellent views of Clutes, Essens, Abes, 
Little Rock and Tamarack Lake. Great Blue Heron, — 
American Bittern, Osprey, American Black Duck, 
Mallard, Common Raven, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Sedge Wren and Barred Owl are sometimes found 
on and around these lakes. 


7) PEARSON AND JOEPERRY LAKES 
The lower stretches of Joeperry Lake unite with 
the more plant-filled water of Pearson Lake and 
create an area where various waterbirds such as 


a 


herons, ducks and loons frequent. Red-winged 
- Blackbird, Rusty Blackbird, Common Snipe, 

~ Belted Kingfisher and Tree Swallow are 
commonly found in the surrounding landscape. 


8)MAZINAW ROCK 

_ Birds seen infrequently elsewhere in the park 
Can be observed by canoeing along the cliff 

_ face of the majestic Mazinaw Rock. Turkey 

_ Vultures soar over the cliff, wheeling upon the 
-thermals created by the hot summer sun. From 
Cliffside prominences, Prairie Warblers sing their 
unusual song, heard best during the calm | 
_ morning or evening hours of late spring and 
early summer. Barn and Cliff Swallow nest on 
lower reaches of the cliff. A low echoing, 
-croaking call, emanating from the high crags of 
_ the rock is evidence of the Common Raven. 


9) KISHKEBUS LAKE 

_ By sitting quietly on the shore or out in the lake in a 
canoe, you can often witness hawks, Osprey, 
Turkey Vulture, Common Raven and ducks flying 
overhead or around the shoreline of the lake. 

__ Sandpipers can sometimes be viewed walking the 
__ sandy beaches of the lake, while typical deep forest 
birds such as vireos, Scarlet Tanager and thrushes 
can often be heard singing at great distances within 
Be sylvan slopes. 
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